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11-year-old Tubber native Liam Clancy has become a mini-celebrity this week with thousands watching his lilting skills online.
Ahead of this year’s Fleadh, All-Ireland champion Liam tells The Clare People why he’s carrying on the age-old tradition.
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in lilting and silver medalist whilstler and
this summer has ambitions to place in at
least three competitions. And when asked if
he has a competitive streak, the unassuming
youngster turns to his mother Clora and asks,
“I don’t know, am I competitive?”
“Yeah I like to win like but I enjoy doing it,”

wise old man sitting in the corner of a pub,
Liam is quick to put that to bed by insisting
that lilting is ‘cool’. Such is its appeal that this
week, a video put online by The Clare People
of Liam’s entrancing tones was quick to garner
6,000 views.
Explaining how he first fell in love with

Edel Vaughan, a Crusheen native who is a solo
artist as well as performing with the Kilfenora
Céilí Band.
“Coming up to the Fleadh I can’t eat chocolate because it tickles my throat,” says Liam.
“Edel says she’ll give me a blue Yorkee Bar if
I stay off chocolate before the competition.”
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You Tube sensation Liam Clancy (11) from Tubber, will stay off
chocolate until the All-Ireland Fleadh in August.

You Tube sensation Liam Clancy (11) from Tubber, will stay off
chocolate until the All-Ireland Fleadh in August.

Asked if he’s more excited that the Fleadh
is in Ennis, Liam gives the most deadpan
response yet. “I’d like it far away so I can get
a holiday.”
However, he adds with a smile, that it will
mean more to win at home. “If I win in Ennis
it means I’ve won where I’m from.”

